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Site Description from Introduction to Field Recording- Part 

3: Writing A Site Description 

Second World War pillbox located above Middle Cliff, Speeton centred at grid reference TA 14759 

75562. The structure sits on private property. 

The pillbox is orientated to face North-East, with the entrance facing South-West, away from the 

expected avenue of attack. 

The pillbox is sub-hexagonal in plan and constructed to bullet-proof standard, with an integral blast 

porch projecting from the North-West facing wall, forming the South-West facing entrance. The 

North-West and South-East facing walls have been elongated to create the extended hexagonal 

shape of the pillbox’s main chamber. The integral blast porch is rectangular in plan, with the top left 

corner chamfered so as not to impede the arc of fire of the nearby loopholes. The blast porch is 

integral to the pillbox’s superstructure, covering the low entrance into the main chamber. An anti-

ricochet wall, 3m in length, sits centrally within the pillbox’s main chamber. The walls, roof and 

internal anti-ricochet wall are 0.38m (15in) thick, the recommended thickness for bullet-proof 

standard for reinforced concrete walls at the time. The structure is constructed entirely from 

reinforced concrete. 

This pillbox features two types of loophole (specially designed apertures that allow the firing of 

weapons from inside the structure) within its walls. A loophole design with a recess below the 

interior opening, possibly to accommodate the bipod of the Bren Light Machine Gun (LMG), are to 

be found in the pillbox’s shorter, oblique walls (four in total). These LMG loopholes are orientated to 

the North, East, South and West in this example.  

 

The South and North facing loopholes also feature a squared hole located above that slopes from 

the interior to the exterior of the pillbox. The function of this feature is unknown. But could have 

been to vent gasses from the LMGs while in use or used to drop grenades out of the pillbox. The 

latter, however is unlikely given how dangerous and rather impractical this would have been. Square 

recesses below the loopholes hold short sections of ‘L’ shaped metal bar, possibly to hold a now 

decayed wooden shelf. 

The longer, South-East facing wall contains four evenly spaced loopholes. These loopholes are 

different in design to the loopholes in the shorter oblique walls. Lacking the internal recess for an 

LMG bipod, it is assumed that these loopholes would have been used to fire a rifle. Two further rifle 

loopholes of this type are present in the shorter North-West facing wall, with a single rifle loophole 

located in the North-West facing elevation of the integral blast porch.  Worth noting is that the 

external corner of the integral blast porch has been chamfered, possibly to increase the arc of fire 

from the rifle loopholes in the North-West facing wall. 

Each loophole would have provided an approximate 60 degree arc of fire. 

The rifle loopholes of the South-East facing wall are entirely obscured by the parados (rear 

protective earthwork) of an extant slit trench. Once the slit trench was constructed it would not be 

possible to fire rifles from the South-East facing loopholes. This could indicate that the pillbox was to 
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be used only by the LMG team of the infantry Section while the riflemen took up positions outside 

the pillbox, which was common practice. 

A thick covering of turf sits on top of the pillbox to reduce the structure's shadow signature and hard 

outline from the air.  The structure has also been deliberately sunk approximately 1m into the 

ground to reduce its silhouette; making the structure harder to spot on the ground from a distance. 

The pillbox appears to have been constructed in one phase, with no evidence of later construction or 

modification. 

Period graffiti survives on the roof of the pillbox, with several names clearly incised into the still wet 

concrete during construction. Some of this graffiti sits under the turf camouflage, indicating that 

either the camouflage was added after the concrete had fully cured, or that the turf has slumped. A 

total of six names and four dates can be found on the roof of the pillbox: 

WALTER 1940 

French 1940 

E Gall 

E.J. MACKSON 

J.GRAY 1940 

Smitts 1940 

This pillbox is one of three infantry pillboxes of this type sited on the cliffs above Reighton and 

Speeton beaches. These pillboxes were situated along the cliff to cover the beach, defend the viable 

beach exits, provide support to the pillboxes on the beach and also cover the rear of the beach front 

defences. 

The pillbox is sited on the apex of gently rising ground that culminates in a cliff face. From this 

location the pillbox overlooks the beach 250m North-East, the cliffs to the North-East, and the 

surrounding fields that lead inland to the South and West. This provides the pillbox with an effective 

vantage point, allowing the occupants to cover the surrounding land and approaches to the 

position.  

From this position the pillbox could also cover the following landscape features with effective fire: 

The beach up to the high water mark, anti-tank blocks that run from East to West on the beach, the 

gently sloping cliffs that approach the position from the North. This pillbox could also provide mutual 

fire support in the direction of two further pillboxes located approximately 450m to the North-West 

and West (at Grid refs: TA 14510 75872 & TA 14329 75627). 

The pillbox is also capable of covering the ground in an arc from the West to East, allowing the 

occupants to bring effective fire to bear on any infantry attempting to approach the position from 

the rear. This allowed the occupants of the pillbox to protect the rear of the defences on the beach 

front and also engage any enemy that managed to breach the beachfront defences attempting to 

attack the defences from the rear. 
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The parados of a nearby slit trench limits the South-East facing arc of fire, but this area would have 

been covered by the occupants of the slit trench. 

Aerial photographs reveal the pillbox was surrounded by a barbed wire obstacle. A single screw 

picket from this obstacle survives at Grid Ref: TA 14764 75576. This obstacle would have prevented 

enemy infantry from closing on the position and getting into grenade throwing range. The pillbox 

and supporting slit trench were both capable of covering this obstacle with fire.  


